ALDERSHOT
but at Aldershot it is on such a great scale. Once I remember
attending no less than eighteen rehearsals, and one year we
had, I think, as many as a hundred and seventy-five people to
dinner in five nights before going on to the tattoo. Queen-
Mary always honoured us with her presence on the last night.
Her kindness to us we shall always treasure. The present
King and Queen used to bring Princess Elizabeth to the day-
light rehearsal, and I remember so well one occasion when the
present Queen, who was then Duchess of York, said that if I
liked to provide an open car, she would drive away from the
front of the stand to Government House. I had not got an
open car myself, so I borrowed one from my Chief of Staff.
We had hardly left the grandstand when Princess Elizabeth
exclaimed: "Mummy, why are we in a taxii"
Kong George V at that time was no longer allowed, for
health reasons, to attend the Tattoo, but he and Queen Mary
honoured us each year by spending a day seeing the troops
and hospitals, and lunching with us. We can never forget
their kindness, nor that of H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught, a
former C.-in-C. at Aldershot. He had lived in Government
House, and planted many of the trees, not only there, but all
over Aldershot, and he loved to visit his old haunts.
One always remembers the eye King George V had for any
irregularities in dress. Sir Philip Chetwode told me that on
one occasion, when he was dining with His Majesty at the
Royal Pavilion, the Kong suddenly said across the table:
" Chetwode, you have got your medals on wrong/' A shock,
and silence. I remembered this when I had occasion to receive
His Majesty who came down to attend a function of one of
the regiments at Aldershot during my tenure. The colonel
of the regiment, who had retired many years previously, was
dressed, pardy in old regimental kit and partly in old
Staff kit; fearing the worst when the King should see him, I
decided that I must do something about it, so directly the
King got out of his car, I said: "I am afraid, sir, that you will
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